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Resolution 1990-04-12 
 
MANAGEMENT OF THE NEWFOUNDLAND MURRE HARVEST 
 
WHEREAS, Newfoundland was not a part of Canada in 1916 when the Migratory Bird Convention was 
concluded between Canada and the United States, and thus the traditional fall and winter harvest of 
murres for food in coastal Newfoundland was not considered in designating murres as nongame birds 
under the Convention; and 
 
WHEREAS, the present authorization for the ongoing Newfoundland murre hunt does not provide an 
effective legal framework in which to manage harvest levels, which are currently close to the maximum 
levels that exploited thick-billed murre populations can sustain; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the interest of responsible conservation and management of northwest Atlantic murre 
populations, and of the people of Newfoundland, that the harvest of murres be managed within a practical 
and flexible framework; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is consistent support from the Government of Newfoundland, provincial and Canadian 
wildlife and conservation organizations, and from murre hunters themselves, for realistic harvest 
restrictions to manage the murre hunt; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
supports Canadian efforts to implement a management framework in which murre harvest levels can be 
set, enforced and monitored in accordance with sound conservation principles, to rebuild and maintain 
murre populations while preserving the essence of the traditional hunt, and urges the Canadian Wildlife 
Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to work together to establish such a management regime. 
 
 
Adopted September 15, 1990 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
 
